The cost of home hospice care for terminal patients in Israel.
This study examined and compared the cost of care provided to terminal metastatic cancer patients by home hospices and by conventional health services. The study population included 146 patients with metastatic cancer. Half received home hospice services, and the other half received conventional services. The average overall per-patient cost of care was, respectively, $4761 (operating costs included) and $12 434. On average, the costs were lower for older patients. A multiple regression analysis revealed that treatment units per patient, care framework, and patient age significantly contributed to explaining the cost variance. The findings suggest a financial advantage for home hospice care for terminal patients. This should be investigated further, as should the cost of informal caregivers and patient and caregiver satisfaction with the quality of care in both frameworks.